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Day 1  Wednesday July 28
th

  Phoenix Desert Botanical Garden 
 

We had a productive hour before sunset, with Cactus Wrens, Gila Woodpeckers, Curved-billed 

Thrashers and White-winged Doves all seen well feeding on the fruit at the tops of Organ Pipe 

Cactus; a small family of Verdins moved about the Palo Verde trees while an Abert’s Towhee 

sulked around the bases of bushes. Good numbers of Gambel’s Quail gave us good looks as a large 

Desert Tortoise moved ever so slowly through this beautifully landscaped garden. A Black-tailed 

Jackrabbit as well as numerous Desert Cottontails rounded out the mammals while a Desert Spiny 

Lizard and Gila Spotted Whiptail were our first reptiles. A Eurasian Collared Dove was seen cooing 

on top of a Saguaro while 2 species of gnatcatchers caught our attention, first we heard Blue-grays 

and then we came across a pair of very co-operative Black-tailed Gnatcatchers only feet from us. As 

the sun set across the desert Lesser Nighthawks began to appear, dozens of them, some flying right 

over our heads. 

 

 

Day 2  Thursday July 29
th

  Oak Creek Canyon and San Francisco Peaks 
 

Heading north through the Sonoran Desert we left the giant Saguaro’s behind and slowly climbed in 

elevation through Pinyon Juniper and grasslands into Ponderosa Pines before working our way 

along the stunning scenery near Sedona and along Oak Creek. Our first stop was a scenic spot 

where the Red Rocks surrounded us. Here a small group of House Finches and a Western Scrub Jay 

were seen. At Garland Bridge, along Oak Creek there was considerable activity with numerous 

Black Phoebes flittering about the stream boulders while Steller’s Jays moved about the parking 

area. Both Western and Summer Tanagers, a young male Bullock’s Oriole, Black-headed Grosbeak 

and a Western Wood Pewee were seen well moving about the Arizona Sycamores that lined the 

sides of the creek. John also found a Zela Metalmark along the path and a swallowtail species was 

fluttering near the creek. A little further north we stopped at West Fork, where Lesser Goldfinch 

were feeding on seed heads in the apple orchard and Common Ravens and Turkey Vultures flew 
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high overhead. The path was relatively quiet with the exception of Yellow Warbler chip notes and 

the trilling of Broad-tailed Hummingbirds as they flew past us. In an area of bracken and 

Skyrockets or Scarlet Gilias (Ipomopsis aggregata), a Spotted Towhee was singing away and a pair 

of Acorn Woodpeckers were happily posing atop a snag. Several butterfly species were present 

including a Mourning Cloak (Camberwell Beauty), Orange and Clouded Sulphurs as well as a few 

Spring Azures. Our final stop along the creek was at the vista, where a Sharp-shinned Hawk moved 

through at rapid speed and a Townsend’s Solitaire called briefly before flying well away, but the 

star of the show was a gorgeous Bramble Hairstreak seen on buckwheat (Eriogonum umbellatum). 

 

We had our picnic lunch at the Museum of Northern Arizona on the Rio de Flag trail with 

numerous Pygmy Nuthatches, Black-headed Grosbeaks and several Lewis’ Woodpeckers always in 

sight. While watching the woodpeckers flying with their oar-like motions and a band of nuthatches 

apartment hunting we found a small depression in a rock that held a puddle of water, which in turn 

attracted Pine Siskins and Gray-collared Ground Squirrels. The grosbeaks were busy feeding on 

Wax Currant (Ribes cereum) berries. A beautiful Abert’s Squirrel was also seen coming to one of 

the feeders. It was now on to the San Francisco Peaks and the Snow Bowl at 8500’ in elevation, 

where a Mule Deer grazed beside the winding road. This afternoon the birds were very quiet with 

the exception of a Red-tailed Hawk, some Ravens and a few House Wrens. The stunning fir-spruce 

scenery and vistas on this balmy day made up for the lack of birds. Along Hart’s Prairie Road we 

visited a Quaking Aspen grove with an ever-diminishing pool of water – actually a watering hole 

for the free ranging cattle. The place was jumping with birds, in particular young Yellow-rumped 

Warblers, Western Bluebirds, Violet-green Swallows and Western Wood Pewees. The red-shafted 

race of Northern Flicker was very obvious and a Hermit Thrush was feeding in a gooseberry bush 

while the red-backed race of Dark-eyed Junco was feeding on the ground. A Hairy Woodpecker and 

Chipping Sparrow rounded out this nice mixed group. 

 

 

Day 3  Friday July 30
th

    Grand Canyon National 
 

The drive into the Grand Canyon was rather uneventful with only a few Red-tails and American 

Kestrels being seen on telegraph poles and wires. Once inside the park the awesome spectacle of the 

canyon, not only in shear size but also in the ever-changing colors of the rocks was soon evident – 

everyone was in awe. Rock Squirrel were all around us feeding on Pinyon Pine cones; Mountain 

Chickadees were constantly chattering away and we had eye level views of a young female Black-

throated Gray Warbler, while White-throated Swifts flew overhead. In front of the hotels on the 

rim, Arthur picked out some distant black raptors circling and to our surprise it was half a dozen 

California Condors. Through the scope all the field marks were clearly seen as they soared in view 

for half an hour. Twenty years ago condors were on the brink of extinction, and in a truly 

remarkable effort all those remaining were captured and bred. In 2001 a small number were 

released back into their ancient haunt, here in the Grand Canyon. This year it looks as though a 

chick is going to fledge, which will bring the total to 46 of the giant birds with 9-foot wingspans 

gracing the canyon. On several occasions we had one or two fly close by, giving us tremendous 

looks. We walked along the rim for about a mile through junipers and pines stopping at occasional 

spots of colorful flowers such as Indian Paintbrush (Castilleja spp) and Linearleaf Hedgemustard 

(Sisymbrium linearifolium). On the way we picked up Western Tanager, Western Scrub Jay, Red-

breasted Nuthatch and came across a flock of Pygmy Nuthatches with a White-breasted amongst 

them. Funnily enough, our second raptor this morning at the canyon was a Zone-tailed Hawk that 
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flew right by us. Another followed it shortly after, and we had yet to see a Turkey Vulture!! 

Minutes later we did! A pair of Hairy Woodpeckers were moving about the pines and a Rock Wren 

made its way across the path in front of us. Several more Black-throated Grays, both actually fine 

looking males were spotted and we had a small family group of Western Bluebirds. All in all a good 

morning’s walk, especially as we capped it off with a condor flying right over our heads. We took 

the bus westwards to the Hopi Overlook, in the hopes of getting closer views of the condors, but 

they seemed to have settled into a midday siesta. Consolation was a Peregrine Falcon soaring over 

the ridge.  

 

After our picnic lunch amongst the towering Ponderosa Pines we headed to the visitor’s center 

where Chuck located a group of Bushtits while the rest of us were shopping! Following an excellent 

presentation on the condors and a final viewing of the canyon as the late afternoon sun was casting 

ever-changing shadows over the orange and red canyon walls we headed back towards Flagstaff. A 

male Pronghorn caught our eye as it trotted through the grasslands towards the road. We stopped to 

view it but soon got distracted by 5 Lark Sparrows in the sage and on the barbwire. Noticing that 

the native Indian store in Valle had postage stamps, we pulled over to purchase some. Chuck this 

time found a Mountain Bluebird. With a little more searching 3 Say’s Phoebes were sighted and a 

pair of Western Kingbirds were seen sitting on the telegraph wires. A little further down the road 

we were able to watch a group of 18 hind and calf Elk. By now the sun was casting its last light 

over the grasslands and pines, making a stunning scene with the San Francisco Peaks in the 

background. Jane spotted 2 Coyotes close to the road amongst a herd of cattle, and we soon found 

Western Meadowlarks that kept popping up on stalks to make sure that the coyotes were moving 

on. They were - right into a herd of 20 Pronghorn, who in turn made sure they did not come close to 

their calves. On the outskirts of Flagstaff at dusk 4 bull Elk with huge racks (antlers) where slowly 

ambling through the pines. It was a great finish to a wonderful day. 

 

 

Day 4  Saturday July 31
st
   San Francisco Peaks 

 

This morning we continued on where we left off 2 days ago on Harts Prairie Road. Driving through 

the pines Kathleen spotted a sapsucker, which turned out to be a male Williamson’s though our 

sightings were brief. Also in the area were Mountain Chickadees, a White-breasted Nuthatch and 2 

Brown Creepers which we enjoyed watching work their way up several tree trunks. A Plumbeous 

Vireo was calling non-stop and after tracking it down we watched it as it fed 2 youngsters. A Red-

breasted Nuthatch was also seen in the pines, as was a Clark’s Nutcracker. A little further along we 

were in the short grass prairie with large numbers of Western Bluebirds; Chipping Sparrows 

feeding young and juncos darting about. House Wrens and Pine Siskins were flying between 

gooseberry bushes while a Williamson’s Sapsucker was spotted in the distance. We walked through 

the grasses and after following him from tree to tree got a wonderful look as he perched 

horizontally on a branch in the open for us. Walking back we came across a tiny Short-horned 

Lizard who was so cute! A mile or so further north a gorgeous male Western Tanager lit up a bush 

and a Green-tailed Towhee was seen flying into a bush on the opposite side of the road, while a 

Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher flew from a bush in front of us. A small meadow was ablaze with Western 

Blue Flax (Linum lewisii), Arizona Gilia (Ipomopsis aggregata) a pinker version of the skyrocket, 

MacDougal’s Verbena (Verbena macdougalii), Hill Lupines and the beautiful Atlantis Fritillary 

nectaring on thistle. A stop at the burnt pine area only produced 2 Western Meadowlarks, several 

Wood Pewees and numerous American Kestrels, but the star of the show was a stunning Melissa 
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Blue with wings open on Prostrate Vervain (Verbena bracteata). Working our way along Kendrick 

Road I was shocked to see so many junipers completely stripped of vegetation, no doubt due to 

infestation and consequently we came across few birds. We had lunch at Lockett Meadow in the 

Mount Humphries’ caldera seated next to Yellow Columbines (Aquilegia chrysantha), while 

watching pewees, creepers, a Black Phoebe and Violet-green Swallows. The only butterfly we came 

across was a Weidermeyer’s Admiral that moved through very quickly.  

 

From here it was a long journey south to Red Rocks. We were shocked to see the numbers of 

White-winged Doves as we approached; there were thousands everywhere we looked. Pulling into a 

known spot to sight the Ruddy Ground Dove, there was a male on the fence. He quickly dropped to 

the ground to feed and then flushed into a garden. Here we were able to scope this Mexican species 

before it flew off into the trees. Bronzed and Brown-headed Cowbirds were feeding in the pens 

while Round-tailed Ground Squirrel entertained us on the opposite side of the road. Driving the 

roads we came across Inca Doves and a dozen Killdeer besides a pool of water and even flushed 

another male Ruddy Ground Dove, which we could not relocate. 

 

 

Day 5  Sunday August 1
st
   Arizona-Sonoran Desert Museum; Madera Canyon 

 

While loading the van a male Hooded Oriole sat on a telegraph wire for a minute. We then headed 

slowly through the beautiful Sagauro National Park West were we had a Coyote cross the road and 

numerous American Kestrels and Gila Woodpeckers flying between Saguaro Cactus. Several 

flickers were sighted, these being the red-shafted race of Northern and one Gilded which failed to 

co-operate to everyone’s satisfaction. A small group of Purple Martins were sitting on the arm of a 

saguaro, no doubt having been raised in one of the many woodpecker holes. We were graced with 

the presence of the first of what would be many Cactus Wrens today and for a short while we 

followed a Black-tailed Jackrabbit as it raced down the dirt road. Just before reaching the museum a 

covey of some 20 Gambel’s Quail crossed the road in front of us. The Arizona Sonoron Desert 

Museum is a truly spectacular experience. The outdoor exhibits are outstanding, blending into the 

natural landscape perfectly. A wide variety of flowering cactus can be seen from the stately 

saguaros to the diminutive Fishhook Pincushions (Mammillaria tetrancistra) with their pretty ring 

of small pink flowers near the top. Verdin’s, Cardinals, Western Tanager, Curve-billed Thrasher, 

Phainopepla, Gambel’s Quail, Hooded Orioles, Brown-crested Flycatcher, Black-throated Sparrow, 

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher were all seen well along with numerous Cactus Wrens and Gila 

Woodpeckers, but the stars were undoubtedly the male Varied Bunting that was perched at the top 

of a bare branch in perfect light about 15 feet in front of us and the male Pyrrhuloxia that posed for 

us. Lizards were all over the place with Spiny-tailed Iguanas, Zebra-tailed Lizards and Whiptails 

scurrying about between the vegetation and rocks. In the hummingbird exhibit we were enthralled 

by the stunning views of Magnificent, Broadbill, Black-chinned and Costa’s as well as coming 

across a female Broadbill on a nest only a foot above the ground in a low overhanging branch. A 

Harris’s Antelope Squirrel and good numbers of Lyside Sulphurs were seen as well as a few 

Queens, a Pipevine Swallowtail and Gulf Fritillary.  

 

We headed towards the Santa Ritas only to go through a major dust storm, but once through it we 

stopped in Green Valley and were rewarded with a beautiful Swainson’s Hawk. We spent the 

remainder of the afternoon watching the feeders with numerous Broadbills and Black-chins doing 

their best to not be chased off by a lone male Magnificent Hummingbird. Good numbers of Lesser 
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Goldfinch were moving from the feeder to the water fountain while Black-headed Grosbeaks and 

White-breasted Nuthatch’s put in appearances every once in a while. Acorn Woodpeckers kept 

stashing acorns in the top of the telegraph pole and a party of a dozen Bridled Titmouse worked 

their way up from the lower cabins to near where we were viewing the feeding station. They were 

soon joined by a single Bewick’s Wren. After dinner under the gazebo, we waited for the Elf Owl 

to appear out of its hole, but all some of us got was a quick flash as it disappeared into the woods 

behind the cabins. Owls certainly were not co-operating tonight and we could not get a single note 

out of the three we were hoping for. A ride down the road produced a flushed bird along Proctor 

Road that was more than likely a Common Poorwill and there was a Sonoran Desert Toad on the 

road – really slim pickings! After dropping everyone back at the cabins Jane and I headed back 

down the road, this time we were not skunked. We first came across a Striped Skunk, followed by 

the black race of Striped; either a Western Hog-nosed or Hooded Skunk – I could not tell as it was 

walking away from us; and a young Western Spotted Skunk which put on a great show climbing 

into a hollow near the base of a juniper. It was a 3-skunk night. A first for me! 

 

 

Day 6  Monday August 2
nd

  Madera Canyon and California Gulch 
 

Mexican Jays put in their first appearance of the trip when small vocal bands worked their way 

through the oaks as we walked to the Kubo House before breakfast. Here, a lone tom Wild Turkey 

greeted us with a wide assortment of gobbles. Western Pewees were calling non-stop and we even 

found a female on a nest high up in an Arizona Sycamore tree. Black-headed Grosbeaks and White-

breasted Nuthatches continued to be numerous while a Plumbeous Vireo called for a short while 

and a Dusky-capped Flycatcher could be heard high up the canyon. After breakfast we headed 

down Madera Canyon road and into the grasslands, which were very green, to look for the 

Amophila sparrows. A Rufous-winged Sparrow was soon spotted and it was followed by good 

looks at the very plain Botteri’s. Cassin’s were singing all around us and after a little work one was 

spotted skylarking or as Arthur liked to say “pipiting”. Eventually we had one in the scope. Three 

down 2 to go, though they would have to wait till later in the afternoon. A Loggerhead Shrike was 

perched on an Ocotillo and Tom spotted a small flock of Lark Buntings, which turned out to be 

about 30 strong moving through the grasslands. At Florida Wash there was a Bell’s Vireo calling 

non-stop. A Lucy’s Warbler, several Varied Buntings and Phainopepla’s and a family group of Blue 

Grosbeaks were also seen. By mid morning we returned into the cool of the canyon and stopped at 

the Chapuporosa Inn where the owners kindly let us view the birds and butterflies from the patio. 

There were numerous butterflies taking a liking to Obedient Plant, including Arizona Skipper, Dull 

Firetip, Common Sootywing, Zela Metalmark as well as a White-lined Sphinx Moth. A small 

Praying Mantis was also seen devouring a metalmark. A female Blue-throated Hummingbird put in 

a brief appearance before spending time chasing other hummers. It was probably too late in the 

morning to expect too much from the Old Baldy Trail, and all we got out of it were Golden-banded 

Skippers and a Two-tailed Swallowtail, the Arizona State butterfly. 

 

On the way into California Gulch we came across a group of two dozen Lark Sparrows and in a 

kettle of vultures we found a Black Vulture, Red-tailed Hawk and a juvenile Golden Eagle, but we 

got the most amusement from a Roadrunner that darted away as fast as he could occasionally 

skipping into the air for short distances. It took 40 minutes to drive into California Gulch. The 

landscape here is simply stunning, very green with thick desert vegetation throughout with a 

backdrop of a massive rock outcropping. Varied Buntings were flying about in all directions and 
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Five-striped Sparrows were in full song as soon as we were in the well-vegetated steep gulch. We 

moved from one bird to another failing to see one, until the fifth bird cooperated and sang near the 

top of a shrub for all to see very well. A Thick-billed Kingbird was a surprise as it landed on an 

Agave stalk. I later found out that a pair had nested here this year. While leaving the area feeling 

very satisfied with the afternoon’s hike we were serenaded by several more Five-striped Sparrows. 

Cassin’s Kingbirds were spotted on the hillside as we walked out. After having a picnic dinner a 

short distance away with Ladder-backed Woodpeckers, Roadrunners and Yellow-billed Cuckoos 

calling we stayed until 8:15pm waiting to hear the Buff-collared Nightjar. By the time the sun was 

setting, there was a great deal of distant thunder and lightening and the sky was getting very dark 

with the exception of a large white cloud that pierced the evening’s sky. Common Poorwills, two of 

them, were heard calling for about 10 minutes each but the hoped-for nightjar failed to show or 

even call, so we called it a day. The long drive back was punctuated with a 30” Tiger Rattlesnake 

crossing the road, which got everybody very excited especially as we even heard it rattle. A rather 

large Tarantula was next and shortly after the very large ears of an Antelope Jackrabbit caught our 

attention as we drove by. 

 

 

Day 7  Tuesday August 3
rd

  Madera Canyon 
 

We had our first looks at a Hutton’s Vireo that was working its way around the trunk of an oak tree. 

After breakfast we walked to the Vault Mine Trail but as we got out the van two Plumbeous Vireos 

were chattering away and showed very well, and while the Hutton’s Vireo got away a Painted 

Redstart put in a brief appearance. Walking up the gently climbing and stony trail we heard 

numerous Painted Redstarts, saw Black-headed Grosbeaks, Acorn Woodpeckers, Mexican Jays, 

Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers, and Bridled Titmouse. Dusky-capped Flycatchers were heard giving 

their plaintive calls. Half a mile up the canyon we heard Elegant Trogons calling, at least 2 of them 

though it may have been as many as three. It was not long before we had a stunning male eye level 

on the other side of the wash, calling and moving about, even coming to within 20 feet of us at one 

stage. It was a magical moment. A Painted Redstart was located at the bottom of the wash and 

eventually came into full view for half the group. That made it 2 of the 3 ‘red’ birds that we were 

aiming for this morning. The Red-faced Warbler would have to wait for another day. By mid day 

we were at the Green Valley Waste Water Treatment Plant where one of the ponds had a female 

Mallard, numerous Killdeer, and of far more importance, 2 Wilson’s Phalarope, an uncommon bird 

for here, a Short-billed Dowitcher in breeding plumage, several Western Sandpipers, a Greater 

Yellowlegs, Barn Swallows, Red-winged Blackbirds and a Spotted Sandpiper. 

 

After winding our way to Kino Springs we were well rewarded with 3 Gray Hawks calling and one 

of them, an adult was seen being chased by a kingbird. A female Vermilion Flycatcher was around 

the first pond and both male Summer Tanager as well as Blue Grosbeak brightened up the rather 

sparse surroundings. Beside the golf course we had a small group of raptors kettling, which 

included a Gray, Zone-tailed and Red-tailed Hawk right above our heads, giving us great 

comparisons of size and shape. The golf course pond held a pair of Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, 

a Great Egret and about twenty colorful Lazuli Buntings. We were able to sort out the differences 

between the more common Cassin’s and rarer Tropical Kingbirds. Our final stop was at the Paton’s 

residence where from the shaded awning we sat and watched an assortment of hummingbirds 

including the gorgeous Violet-crowned that showed on a regular basis. Hummers were not the only 

birds about; there was considerable activity at the feeders with a Common Ground Dove, Inca 
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Dove, Gambel’s Quail and Ladder-backed Woodpecker. For most of us the amazing sight of a 

Yellow-breasted Chat singing out in the open on a number of occasions was a rare treat. Both 

cowbirds and a Thick-billed Kingbird rounded out a nice relaxing few hours before a late afternoon 

thunderstorm turned the grasslands yellow against the dark gray sky. 

 

 

Day 8  Wednesday August 4
th

  Fort Huachuca and Miller Canyon 
 

We spent a good seven hours in Garden Canyon having great success and getting out just in time as 

a major storm with ‘nickel’ sized hail rained on us just as we were returning to the van after having 

seen the Spotted Owl. The grasslands had singing Botteri’s Sparrows all over the place and we 

heard 2 Cassin’s. A pair of Scaled Quail walked along the road in front of the van at one stage and 

everyone was finally able to get good looks at Ladder-backed Woodpecker as it was searching for 

insects in the base of an Agave stalk. At one point we had no less than a dozen kingbirds around us 

as well as 2 Lark Buntings in breeding plumage. The upper picnic area produced numerous 

Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers, 2 Elegant Trogons one of which was seen briefly; Western Wood-

Pewees too numerous to count and a few Black Phoebe. Perched on a snag was a juvenile Cooper’s 

Hawk and soon we located its nest just over the road when one bird flew in to it. A small group of 

Bushtits were also seen. Kathleen found a Horse Hairworm that fascinated us, swimming on top of 

a small puddle of water. It was about a foot long and about as thin as a strand of hair. Driving 

further up the canyon a stop along the road produced a calling Arizona Woodpecker, Steller’s Jays 

and a Scott’s Oriole that flew across the road, never to be seen again, but it was the pair of Hepatic 

Tanagers (as it turned out they were the only ones of the day) that caught our attention, giving us 

good views as they sat in plain view in a pine tree. 

 

It was a pleasant morning in the 70’s and partly sunny as we walked the wide open path through the 

pines, oaks and junipers of Sawmill Canyon coming across a pair of calling Bewick’s Wrens which 

in turn led to a juvenile Grace’s Warbler and a Painted Redstart. Moments later we had a stunning 

look at a singing Yellow-eyed Junco only feet away from us. Arizona Woodpeckers, which had 

eluded us at several sites over the previous few days, were seen well at one of the campsites. 

Hutton’s Vireos and Mexican Jays were heard on and off and we came across numerous butterflies 

including California Sisters, ‘Siva’ Juniper Hairstreak on Wright’s Bluets (Houstonia wrightii), 

‘Arizona’ Juvenal’s Duskywing and Bordered Patches. Our target bird here was the Buff-breasted 

Flycatcher and it took a little work, but we eventually had some good views. Sometimes the birding 

gods work in mysterious ways as we did not have a buff-breast for over an hour and then find 

several more as we returned to the van, actually giving us even better views than earlier. Lunch was 

taken on the boulders at Sawmill, and was very peaceful until the silence was broken when Chuck 

screamed “snake” as he went to place his foot down on a rock and thought he was about to step on a 

snake. It turned out to be nothing more than a beautiful harmless Canyon Treefrog! 

 

The half hour walk up Scheelite Canyon was slow. Today the ‘Mexican’ Spotted Owl was at the 

5/8
th

 mile marker and no more than 30 feet from us but with its back turned. Occasionally it would 

turn its head for wonderful views. At Beatty’s, we were in hummingbird heaven – Rufous, Black-

chinned, Anna’s flashing it’s crimson head dress, Broad-tail, Broadbill, Magnificent, Blue-throated 

and White-eared. All of them spent a great deal of time chasing each other around before visiting 

the feeders or perching on a branch for us to see all their brilliant colors and the ‘real big’ one a 

male White-eared Hummingbird. 
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Day 9 Thursday August 5
th

  Patagonia Lake State Park 
 

Sometimes the birding gods shine on you like they have never done before. We headed towards 

Nutting’s Wash. Working our way through and under low Mesquite trees and their branches we ran 

into a few others who just happened to have located a pair of Black-capped at a nest! Soon we were 

on our way to join her and were shown the nest with a male sitting on it. His tail cocked up and in 

full view seen very well from one side of the tree, and his long bill and black cap from the other 

side. How lucky could we be? Being perfectly honest it would have required a Herculean effort to 

locate just one bird amongst the dense thicket. We built a cairn for others to see as a marker before 

moving on to bird around the lake. Yellow Warblers, Yellow-billed Cuckoos and Yellow-breasted 

Chats were calling all around us. The stunning Vermilion Flycatcher posed nicely along the edge of 

the mesquites and was joined by a Cardinal and Pyrrhuloxia. At the gnatcatcher spot a Northern 

Bearded Tyrannulet came in giving its plaintive single note call and once we had located it, it gave 

its normal 4-note call. Its mate then joined it before moving on. A Bewick’s Wren was near the 

cattails and both Common Yellowthroat and Green Heron were working their way in and out of the 

cattails. On the lake there were many American Coots, a lone Pied-billed Grebe and Moorhen as 

well as about a dozen Neotropic Cormorants. 

 

A quick stop at the Patagonia butterfly garden produced good looks at Pipevine Swallowtail; a 

Black Swallowtail caterpillar on fennel, which showed us its forked scent gland when we touched 

it; a Gulf Fritillary and a Lyside Sulphur. Meanwhile Chuck went birding around the park and came 

across a Hermit Warbler.  

 

The afternoon was spent feeder watching at Beatty’s, where all the usual suspects were observed 

including great views of White-eared Hummingbird and a young male Calliope. At Ash Canyon we 

watched a male Lucifer’s as the skies darkened and the thunder got louder and lightening closer, as 

if it was cast from the heavens. A female was equally dazzling and everyone got to see a hybrid 

Berryline’s – Magnificent as well as a Calliope. 

 

 

Day 10  Friday August 6
th

  Sierra Vista Environmental Operations Park and  

Ramsey Canyon 
 

With a name like Environmental Operations Park, it must be something worth checking out, and we 

did. It was nothing more than a fancy name for a sewage treatment plant! But it did have at least 

one goody – Yellow-headed Blackbirds that were seen perched on the rushes and flying across the 

four ponds that were mostly covered in vegetation. Red-winged Blackbirds were also there in good 

numbers and we did get to see the beautiful Lazuli Buntings once more. The sky was threatening 

this morning and by the time we reached the San Pedro House we were right on the edge of the 

storm. The light rain gave us a chance to stand under the picnic shelters and watch Common 

Ground Doves, Ladder-backed Woodpecker and even a Blue Grosbeak feeder at a tube feeder, 

which is not something that you see often. One of the hummingbird feeders had as many as a dozen 

female and juvenile Black-chins queuing up for a drink. Once the storm passed we headed down the 

trail and along the river all the way to Kingfisher Pond, before returning. A juvenile Cooper’s Hawk 

was heard calling and then seen very well as it perched near the river. In one scope view we had 

Blue Grosbeak, Lesser Goldfinch and a male Indigo Bunting. Cassin’s Kingbirds and Vermilion 
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Flycatchers seemed to be everywhere and we came across a small group of Rufous-crowned 

Sparrows feeding near the base of a Mesquite tree. At the Cottonwood grove we followed a Yellow-

billed Cuckoo that was calling and came across a begging young Great Horned Owl that was sitting 

out in the open on a low overhanging branch. Grassland Desert Whiptails were scurrying about the 

path; a small Southwestern Woodhouse Toad hopped across the path and between my feet, while a 

Sonoran Mud Turtle was found meditating on a path. Butterflies were plentiful with Black 

Swallowtail, Queens, Ceraunus Blue, Checkered White and Orange Sulphur all seen well.  

 

A quick run north before lunch to look for Mississippi Kites produced 2 wonderful birds soaring 

right over the road and our heads, right where I had hoped they would be. Sometimes one is very 

lucky and the looks we had were tremendous. We followed this with lunch at the park in 

Tombstone while a gunfight was going on less than a block away. Walking the Old West (1880’s) 

section of town several members of the group were ‘apprehended’ for not having permits to take 

photographs and duly hung! 

 

The afternoon was spent at Ramsey Canyon and again the skies were very gloomy with some 

drizzle at one stage. The hummingbird activity was very slow and the reported Berylline’s did 

eventually show for a very happy Chuck well after most of us had moved up the canyon trail. 

“Coues’” White-tailed Deer were seen at regular intervals and we came across a pair of Eastern 

Cottontails. A Painted Redstart flashing his white wing patch and tail is always a wonderful sight 

but it was the Acorn Woodpeckers that caught our attention. Having been quiet all afternoon they 

suddenly got very vocal and were scolding something. Eventually the culprit showed himself, and it 

was nothing more than a Arizona Gray Squirrel descending a tree. No doubt the woodpeckers felt 

threatened that the squirrel would take ‘their’ acorns. 

 

 

Day 11  Saturday August 7
th

  Douglas; Cave Creek Ranch; Portal  
 

We finally found a perched Swainson’s Hawk facing us, which allowed us to see the contrasting 

dark and light colors as well as the light throat. Several Roadrunners raced across the hot tarmac 

and found shade beneath a creosote bush or mesquite tree. A family group of Gambel’s Quail 

including about 9 one-day old chicks caught our attention as they worked their way along the 

roadside ditch and the absolutely dapper Black-throated Sparrow was sighted perched on top of a 

mesquite. We had a lovely stroll around the grounds of the Inn, picking up the ‘Lilian’s’ race of 

Eastern Meadowlarks, Cliff Swallows, a Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Canyon Towhee, 

Tropical Kingbird side by side with a Cassin’s, Black and Say’s Phoebe’s and a female Cinnamon 

Teal which made a very brief landing on the pond before flying off. The Barn Owls had fledged a 

day or so ago and we could not locate them in any of the Cottonwood trees which was a shame. 

From the Inn we headed north along the fields to the Cottonwood lined San Pedro River. A 

Botteri’s Sparrow was in full song very close to us, while Vermilion Flycatchers never seemed to be 

out of sight. A handful of butterflies were around including Clouded, Orange and Cloudless 

Sulphurs, Queens, 4 Monarchs, several Northern Cloudywings and a Western Pygmy Blue. As we 

approached the river a Great Horned Owl was seen fleeing its roost and flying a short distance to 

another Cottonwood where it perched in full view and had to put up with 5 Cassin’s Kingbirds 

mobbing it. Along the river a female Summer Tanager and three Lazuli Buntings sat up for us to see 

while Yellow Warblers and Common Yellowthroats flew about. A smaller yellow warbler was 

spotted and tracked down till we all got good looks at one of the season’s first Wilson’s Warblers. 
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The walk along the river was very pleasant and a welcome break from the mid-morning heat. Our 

lunch stop was in a park-like setting in Douglas with a couple of spread out seats. A Eurasian 

Collared Dove and Inca Doves were seen as well as our first Giant Swallowtail. 

 

While driving into the Chiricahua’s we could see that the weather was taking a turn for the worse, 

the skies were pretty dark with occasional thunder. By the time we reached Cave Creek it was 

spitting and for the next hour or so we had on and off rain, but it did not slow us down. We did the 

feeder watch with several Cliff Chipmunks and a Mexican Woodrat scurrying about picking up 

fallen birdseed. With the exception of the lack of numbers of hummers it was a busy place. Acorn 

Woodpeckers, Mexican Jays, a family group of Gambel’s Quail including (again) 9 young, Canyon 

Towhees, Black-headed Grosbeaks, Cactus Wren, Bridled Titmouse and a Juniper Titmouse which 

was a surprise at the feeders, a female Summer Tanager, Spotted Towhee, Band-tailed Pigeon, 

Blue-throated Hummingbird and the ubiquitous Lesser Goldfinches. We followed that with a pre 

dinner walk through downtown Portal picking up a beautiful male Hooded Oriole, 3 Pine Siskins 

and seeing half a dozen Blue-throated Hummingbirds chase each other. Just as we were going into 

dinner a group of about a dozen Collared Peccaries crossed the road and disappeared into 

someone’s yard. 

 

Our evening search on this cool night for owls and snakes produced an Elf Owl heard calling once 

and a Striped Skunk, Collared Peccary, Coyote and Great Plains Toad. 

  

 

Day 12  Sunday August 8
th

  Chiricahua’s 
 

Those that made it on the pre breakfast walk were treated to a surprisingly good assortment of birds 

including a stunning male Western Tanager, Cactus Wrens and Canyon Towhees, 2 Gambel’s 

Quail, a singing Black-throated Warbler very close to us, a female Phainopepla, Blue Grosbeak and 

a Crissal’s Thrasher that flew in and perched atop a juniper for a minute before descending to the 

ground. It was rather amusing that once we had finished our breakfast we left the privacy of our 

‘room’ only to find that David Attenbrough was having his breakfast in the main room. He is in the 

Chiricahua’s filming ants of all things for his BBC invertebrate series. After breakfast we took the 

road to Paradise through the agaves, mesquites and junipers, stopping periodically for Western 

Tanager, Western Scrub Jay, a singing Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Warbling Vireo only feet away 

from us in a low shrub and 5 Scott’s Oriole that briefly visiting several flowering Agave stalks 

before flying off. The cemetery produced the first of many Lark Sparrows that were seen this 

morning, a co-operative Juniper Titmouse in what else….a juniper, and a Say’s Phoebe. Crossing 

the bridge in ‘town’ a juvenile Cooper’s Hawk showed well and a raucous gang of Mexican 

Chickadees let everyone know that they were around. The George Walker House feeders had Pine 

Siskins at the feeders as well as a single Juniper Titmouse. Nearby amid oaks and pines with a 

beautiful cascading stream (thanks to the recent rains) there was a family of Hutton’s Vireos that 

were begging for food, American Robin, Hermit Thrush and a Mexican Chickadee that showed well 

even if it was at the very top of a pine. The slow winding climb through the oaks to Onion Saddle 

was very quiet with the exception of two stops, each for a perched Red Crossbill, one male and then 

a female. We came across a very nice mixed flock while walking through the pines with small 

patches of Mexican Silene (Silene laciniata). Yellow-eyed Junco were walking about the needles at 

the bases of the trees, while Western Bluebirds sat on the broken pine branches and Red Crossbills 

could be heard calling as they flew over on several occasions. Violet-green Swallows were very 
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common flying above the tops of the trees. Three flycatchers were seen well, Western Wood Pewee 

of course; what was more than likely a Cordilleran Flycatcher, and an actively feeding Greater 

Pewee. It was nice to see Pygmy Nuthatches again and there was least one White-breasted around. 

As we were mostly looking down slope we saw a Northern Flicker fly through the woods and a pair 

of Hairy Woodpeckers worked a number of the tree trunks. It was nice to see Hermit and Grace’s 

Warblers. 

 

We had lunch in the gorgeous setting of Barfoot Meadow where we managed to see a light morph 

Short-tailed Hawk make one pass along the north rock face. As we stood in the meadow keeping 

one eye to the sky the other was focused on a Striped-wing Sphinx Moth making the rounds from 

one Western Pink Vervain (Moradilla glandularia bipinnatifida) plant to another. After a rest back 

at the ranch we headed to the George Walker house in the hopes of seeing Montezuma Quail and 

Band-tailed Pigeons. The former never showed and five pigeons were seen in flight flying along the 

stream. A Black-tailed Jackrabbit kept us amused on the journey back as he kept trying to stay 

ahead of the van yet did not really want to leave the road. His large ears with black spots at the tips 

and black stripe on the tail very evident as he eventually made it off the road. On the way to dinner 

we encountered a Bobcat coming out of the vegetation from the ranch property and briefly stop in 

the middle of the road for everyone to see, before turning back and disappearing out of sight. Wow!  

 

 

Day 13  Monday August 9
th

  Chiricahua National Monument; Willcox Playa 
 

Greater Roadrunners entertained us along Foothills Road this morning swaying their tails from side 

to side as they ran away from us. Coyotes were heard serenading us on two occasions before they 

no doubt ‘turned in’ for the day. We watched a Western Kingbird pound away at a Sphinx Moth 

trying to kill it before devouring it and a rather large group of Gambel’s Quail crossing the wash all 

in single file on their way to Dave Jasper’s feeders. I found out later that Arthur and Brenda who 

had decided to stay in before breakfast, had a Great Plains Skink in their kitchen which was playing 

hide-and-seek with them. 

 

At the intersection with the road to Paradise we were determined to locate the Red-faced Warbler. 

We worked the surrounding area coming across birds in ones and twos, mainly Painted Redstarts to 

begin with. Several Plumbeous Vireos were singing and every once in a while would show 

themselves as did a Hutton’s Vireo. A Red-faced alighted for a second on an oak branch above us 

and then vanished. Up the slope Hermit Thrushes and American Robins were seen and Red-

breasted Nuthatch and Mexican Chickadee could be heard calling but still no Red-faced. A Black-

throated Gray was seen well and an astounding 5 Brown Creepers were all around us giving us 

excellent views. Then out the blue a red flash streaked across the road and perched in front of us. 

There he was in all his glory working his way along the branches of a young Gambel’s Oak, then on 

to a lower pine limb and back to the oak, then over to an Agave and back again. For 5 minutes this 

simply stunning bird left us in awe. At Pinery Canyon we came across a male Red Crossbill high up 

in a spruce tree feeding on a cone. We watched as he picked it off, held it in his foot and proceeded 

to pick and eat each seed.  

 

After having lunch in the scenic Chiricahua National Monument and viewing the rhyolite rock 

pinnacles at 7000’, basically these are what remains after wind and water have eroded the 

surrounding rock, we headed out of the mountains and down to the desert and the Willcox Playa. It 
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seemed as though the recent rains had filled the pond up leaving only a short and narrow strip for 

shorebirds to feed on. About a dozen Western and Least Sandpipers were scurrying about as well as 

one Baird’s. In amongst them were numerous Killdeer and a single Semi-palmated Plover, the 

Killdeer’s smaller ‘cousin’. A number of Wilson’s Phalarope’s, mostly juveniles, were on the water, 

though we did get to see a small group go around in circles stirring invertebrates up to the surface. 

We had hoped to find a variety of waterfowl, but only managed a small group of Cinnamon Teal, 

two Green-winged Teal, a female Shovelor and a female Greater Scaup. The stars of playa were 

undoubtedly the American Avocets, some of which were still with buffy-orange breeding plumage 

head-dress as they worked the shallow edges of the pond. Dapper Black-necked Stilts, though fewer 

in numbers than the avocets, seemed to prefer the far side of the pond while 2 Eared (Black-necked) 

Grebes were diving amongst the numerous American Coots and 4 species of swallows were 

hawking insects over the water. Working our way around the waters edge we came across 3 Long-

billed Dowitcher’s and a 1
st
 year California Gull as well as an adult Ring-billed Gull.  

 

The journey to Tucson was rather uneventful with the exception a Swainson’s Hawk that somehow 

managed to avoid colliding with a semi tractor-trailer along I-10. After dinner we visited a nearby 

practice range and while hordes of people were hitting balls every which way we paid attention to 

the bright halogen lights that drew about a dozen Lesser Nighthawks. We watched as some flew 

very close to us while others seemed to either play with moths or were practising trying to catch 

them. Either way it was a great way to end the day. 

 

 

Day 14  Tuesday August 10
th

  Sweetwater Wetlands; Red Rocks Cattle Pens 
 

We had a most enjoyable couple of hours at Sweetwater Wetlands, the wastewater treatment plant 

in northern Tucson. We began and finished with Harris’s Hawks, the first being seen on our drive in 

and again when it perched on a bare tree branch above its nest. The gentle walk along the path took 

us around ponds of various depth and vegetation. Song Sparrows, Common Yellowthroats, Yellow 

Warblers, Great-tailed Grackles were common sights in the cattails and rushes while American 

Coots, Moorhens, Cinnamon Teal and ‘Mexican’ Mallards dotted the ponds. The lobed feet of the 

coot were seen well through the scope, as was the red band at the top of the moorhen’s leg. Why is 

that there in any case? Male Ruddy Ducks with their outrageous bright blue bills were a common 

sight. It was nice to finally have everyone see Abert’s Towhee well. Actually there were several 

about and one in particular was busy scratching, as all sparrows do, for seeds along the path. 

Arizona Desert Whiptails, often in pairs were busy working their way along the edge of the paths 

often disappearing into the vegetation while a wide assortment of dragonflies caught our attention. 

The Roseate Skimmer took top honors for being the most beautiful with it’s gorgeous magenta 

abdomen while I was most enthralled with the Wandering Glider that seemed to be able to hover in 

one place for what seemed like ages.  

 

Our final stop was to the Red Rocks cattle pens to see if John could get a better look at the Ruddy 

Ground Dove. Turning off the highway a White-tailed Kite caught my eye but alas we could not 

relocate it, possibly perching in the mesquite trees out of sight. We had better luck with the dove as 

a female was preening in the Palo Verde tree besides the water tank. It was wonderful ending to a 

superb trip that covered the varied habitats and extensive flora and fauna of this amazing part of the 

country. 
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Daily Itinerary – Summary 
 
Day 1 : Phoenix Desert Botanical Gardens       
Day 2 : Oak Creek Canyon (Garland Bridge, West Fork, Oak Creek Vista); Rio de Flag; San Francisco       
            Peaks (Snow Bowl, Hart's Prairie, Aspen Pond)       
Day 3 : Grand Canyon (South Rim); Rte 64 & 180 (Valle, Flagstaff to Grand Canyon)       
Day 4 : San Fransisco Peaks (Hart's Prairie, Hochderffer Ranch burnt area, Kendrick Park Road/Rte 514,        
            Lockett's Meadow); Red Rocks Cattle Pens       
Day 5 : Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum; San Xavier Mission; Madera Canyon (Santa Rita Lodge)       
Day 6 : Madera Canyon (Kubo House, Grasslands, Florida Wash, Chapuporosa Inn, Old Baldy Trail);       
            Drive to California Gulch via Arivaca and Ruby Road       
Day 7 : Madera Canyon (Kubo House, Mine Vault Trail, Santa Rita Lodge); Green Valley Waste Water        
            Treatment Plant; Rio Rico agricultural fields; Kino Springs; Paton's residence       
Day 8 : Huachuca's (Fort Huachuca, Garden Canyon, Sawmill Canyon, Scheelite Canyon); Miller Canyon       
            (Beatty's B&B)       
Day 9 : Patagonia Lake State Park; Patagonia Butterfly Garden; Miller Canyon (Beatty's B&B); Ash       
            Canyon B&B; Ransey Canyon       
Day 10:Sierra Vista Environmental Operations Park (EOP); San Pedro House (RCNA); Holy Trinity Monastry       
           south of St. David's/Rte 80; Tombstone; Ramsey Canyon Road       
Day 11:San Pedro Inn; Douglas; Chiricahua's (Willow Tank, Cave Creek Ranch, Portal)       
Day 12:Chiricahua's (Foothills Road, Road to Paradise, Cemetary, George Walker House, 181/Paradise       
            junction, Barfoot Meadow, Rustler Park, Cave Creek)       
Day 13:Chiricahua's (Foothills Road, Junction 181/Paradise, Pinery Canyon); Chiricahua National 
Monument;       
            Willcox Playa       
Day 14:Sweetwater Wetlands; Red Rocks Cattle Pens       
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Systematic List Number 1  ~  BIRDS 

 
The taxonomy and nomenclature is taken from the current AOU list (2004)       
The first number represents the total number of that species seen on one day       
The second number represents the maximum number of days that species was seen       
       
 
       
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis      
            2 at Kino Springs       
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos      
            Seen in most bodies of water. These being 'mexican' mallards. 30+/5       
Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera      
            1 at San Pedro Inn; 18 at Willcox Playa; 3 at Sweetwater Wetlands. All females or juveniles - 18/3       
Northern Shoveler Aythya clypeata      
            1 female at Willcox Playa       
Green-winged Teal Anas crecca      
            2 females at Willcox Playa       
Greater Scaup Aythya marila      
            1 female at Wilcox playa       
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis      
            25 at Willcox Playa and 35+ at Sweetwater Wetlands - 35+/2       
Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo      
            1 at the Kubo House in Madera Canyon. This being the 'Gould's' race       
Scaled Quail Callipepla squamata      
            2 in Garden Canyon       
Gambel's Quail Callipepla gambelii      
            Common at Desert Botanical Gardens, ASDM, San Pedro and Chiricahua's - 36/8       
Pied-billed Grebe       Podilymbus podiceps      
            1 at Patagonia Lake State Park       
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis      
            3 at Willcox Playa       
Neotropic Cormorant       Phalacrocorax brasilianus      
            12 at Patagonia State Park            
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias      
            Singles at Rio Rico and Patagonia Lake SP; 2 at Willcox Playa and Sierra Vista EOP - 2/4       
Great Egret Ardea alba      
            1 at Rio Rico       
Green Heron Butorides virescens      
            2 at Patagonia Lake SP; 3 at San Pedro House; 1 at San Pedro Inn - 3/3       
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax      
            3 at Willcox Playa       
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus      
            1 on Ruby Road just before California Gulch        
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura      
            Seen daily - 100+/14       
California Condor Gymnogyps californianus      
            6 seen on the South Rim at the Grand Canyon       
White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus      
            1 at the Red Rocks intersection with I-10       
Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis      
            2 at St. David's       
Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus      
            1 at Oak Creek Vista        
Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii      
            2 juveniles in Garden Canyon and Patagonia Lake SP; 1 at San Pedro House and Chiricahua's - 2/4       
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Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis      
            Was that one that John saw at Barfoot Meadow?       
Gray Hawk Asturina nitida      
            4 at Kino Springs including 3 juveniles       
Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus      
            2 at Sweetwater Ponds       
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus      
            1 ‘white morph’ at Barfoot Meadow        
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni      
            Singles at Green Valley and west of Willcox; common south and east of Huachuca's - 7/ 5       
Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus      
            2 at Grand Canyon and 1 at Kino Springs - 2/2       
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis      
           Common in small numbers, seen on most days - 4/12       
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos      
           1 juvenile on Ruby Road near  California Gulch       
American Kestrel Falco sparverius      
           Small numbers in the prairies around San Francisco Peaks and grasslands near the Huachuca - 9/7       
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus      
            1 at the Grand Canyon       
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus      
             1 at Patagonia Lake SP and Sierra Vista EOP; 4 at Sweetwater Ponds - 4/3       
American Coot Fulica americana      
             Common in wetlands - 35+/4       
Semi-palmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus      
             1 migrant at Willcox Playa       
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus     
             12 at Red Rocks Cattle Pens; 8 at Green Valley WWTP; 3 at Wilcox Playa and Sweetwater - 12/6       
Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus      
             12 at Willcox Playa       
American Avocet Recurvirostra americana      
             7at Willcox Playa       
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca      
             1 Green Valley WWTP       
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia      
             3 at Green Valley WWTP and 1 at Willcox Playa - 3/2       
Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri      
             6 at Green Valley WWTP; 15 at Willcox Playa - 15/2       
Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla      
             12 at Willcox Playa; 2 at Sierra Vista EOP - 12/2       
Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii      
             1at Willcox Playa       
Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus      
             1 at Green Valley WWTP       
Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus      
             3 at Willcox Playa; 2 at Green Valley WWTP       
Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor      
             2 at Green Valley WWTP; 70+ at Willcox Playa - 7-+/2       
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis      
            1 at Willcox Playa       
California Gull Larus californicus      
            1 1st year bird at Willcox Playa       
Rock Pigeon Columba livia      
            Seen on most days - 25+/10       
Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata      
            1 at Cave Creek Ranch and 5 flying by the George Walker House - 5/2       
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Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto      
            1 at the Desert Botanical Gardens; 5 at Red Rocks and 1 at San Pedro Inn - 5/3       
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica      
            Very common, in the thousands at Red Rocks Cattle Pens - 1000's/13       
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura      
            Common seen daily - 30+/14       
Inca Dove Columbina inca      
            Small numbers at Paton's, Red Rocks and Douglas - 8/4       
Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina      
            1 at Kino Springs; 3 at San Pedro House - 3/3       
Ruddy Ground-Dove Columbina talpacoti      
            A male and female at Red Rocks Cattle Pens - 2/1       
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus      
            1 at Patagonia Lake SP and San Pedro House; Heard at California Gulch - 2/4        
Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus      
            Several on the way to California Gulch, San Pedro Inn and on Foothills Road - 5/3       
Whiskered Screech-Owl Otus trichopsis      
            The barking vocalizations were heard in the Chiricahua's. This being the race aspersus       
Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus      
            1 juvenile at San Pedro House and an adult at San Pedro Inn. These being the race pallescens       
Elf Owl Micrathene whitneyi      
            1 shot out of the back of a telegraph pole at Santa Rita Lodge in Madera Canyon, leaving everyone        
            dissatisfied! 1 was heard calling outside our cabin at 11:20pm       
Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis      
            1 in Scheelite Canyon. This being the ‘Mexican’ race lucida.       
Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis      
            50+ at Desert Botanical Gardens in Phoenix; 12 at a Tucson driving range - 50+/3       
Common Poorwill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii      
            2 calling California Gulch; 1 more than likely on Proctor Road; 1 on Foothills Road - 2/3       
Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus      
            1 seen on Ramsey Canyon Road and several heard, all of the the 'mexican' race.       
White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis      
            20+ at the Grand Canyon; up to 35+ at Barfoot - 35+/3       
Broad-billed Hummingbird Cynanthus latirostris      
             Common in the Santa Rita's and Huachuca's - 30+/6       
White-eared Hummingbird Hylocharis leucotis      
             1 male at Beatty’s B&B       
Berylline Hummingbird Amazilia beryllina      
             1 just below Ramsey Canyon Nature Center. 1 hybrid berylline/magnificent at As Canyon B&B       
Violet-crowned Hummingbird Amazilia violiceps      
             1 at Paton's       
Blue-throated Hummingbird Lampornis clemenciae      
             Common at Portal and Cave Creek; Several at Beatty's; 1 female at the Chapuporosa House - 10/7       
Magnificent Hummingbird Eugenes fulgens      
             1 at Santa Rita Lodge; 2 at Beatty's - 2/4       
Lucifer Hummingbird Calothorax lucifer      
             1 male and a female at Ash Canyon B&B       
Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri      
             The most common hummer - 25+/10       
Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna      
             Several seen at Paton's, Beatty’s and Ash Canyon B&B - 15+/3       
Costa's Hummingbird Calypte costae      
             1 juvenile at Cave Creek       
Calliope Hummingbird Stellula calliope      
             2 at Beatty's; 1 at Cave Creek Ranch - 2/2       
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Broad-tailed Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus      
            Up to 8 around San Fransisco Peaks and ASDM; 30+ at Beatty's; 1 at San Pedro Inn - 30+/8       
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus      
            A few at Rio de Flag; 10+ at Beatty's; 1 at Cave Creek - 10+/9       
Elegant Trogon Trogon elegans      
            5 in Garden Canyon including a juvenile being feed; 3 in Madera Canyon - 5/3       
Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis      
            4 at Rio de Flag       
Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus      
             A common sight at the feeders - 30+/9       
Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis      
            Common in the lowlands - 25+/6       
Williamson's Sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus      
             2 males along Hart's Prairie Road       
Ladder-backed Woodpecker Picoides scalaris      
            1 at San Pedro House, Desert Botanical Gardens, Paton's and San Pedro Inn. 2 at California Gulch       
             and 2 at Fort Huachuca - 2/6       
Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens      
            1 at Oak Creek Canyon       
Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus      
            Seen in upper elevation forests in San Fransisco Peaks, Grand Canyon and Chiricahua's - 3/4       
Arizona Woodpecker Picoides arizonae      
            3 at Sawmill Canyon and 1 at Cave Creek Ranch - 3/2       
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus      
            This being the ‘red-shafted’ race. Widespread - 9/8       
Gilded Flicker Colaptes chysoides      
            1 in the Saguaro National Park       
Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma imberbe      
            2 at Patagonia Lake State Park       
Greater Pewee Contopus pertinax      
            1 at Barfoot/Rustler junction       
Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus      
            Abundant in some areas. 2 nests seen - 50+/9       
Cordilleran Flycatcher Empidonax occidentalis      
            Individuals at Madera Canyon, and in Chiricahua's - 1/4       
Buff-breasted Flycatcher Empidonax fulvifrons      
            4 in Sawmill Canyon       
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans      
            A few seen in most places with running water - 6/7       
Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya      
            3 in Valle; 1 in Hart's Prairie; 4 at Fort Huachuca; 2 at San Pdero Inn; 1 at Paridise Cemetary - 4/5       
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus      
            Common around lowland water - 8/4       
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer      
            The plaintive call heard in Madera and Sawmill Canyons - 3/3       
Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens      
           1 heard at Paton's       
Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus      
           2 at Patons and the ASDM and 1 on Madera Canyon Road - 2/3       
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris      
           Good numbers in Garden Canyon, Madera Canyon; heard at San Pedro House - 10+/4       
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus      
           1 at Kino Springs and 1 at San Pedro Inn       
Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans      
           Widespread - 30+/7       
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Thick-billed Kingbird Tyrannus crassirostris      
           1 in California Gulch; 1 at Paton's       
Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis      
           Widespread - 10+/9       
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus      
           1 along Madera Canyon Road and 1 at the San Pedro Inn       
Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii      
           Several heard and seen at Patagonia Lake SP and 1 ratty looking one singing at Florida Wash - 9/2       
Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus      
           Small numbers in upper elevations - 3/6       
Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni      
           1 near the Kubo House; several in the Huachuca's and Chiricahua's - 5/4       
Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus      
           1 along Oak Creek Canyon and 1 seen very well on the road to Paradise       
Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri      
           Common in upper elevations - 10+/6       
Western Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma californica      
           Up to 5 around Hart's Prairie; 5 at Patagonia Lake SP at 3 in Paradise - 5/4       
Mexican Jay Aphelocoma ultramarina      
           Common in the sky islands - 30+/7       
Clark's Nutcracker Nucifraga columbiana      
           3 in the San Fransisco Peaks       
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos      
           Common from Flagstaff to Grand Canyon - 20+/3       
Chihuahuan Raven Corvus cryptoleucus      
           Widespread in desert - 9/10       
Common Raven Corvus corax      
           Common around Grand Canyon and San Fransisco Peaks; a few in the Chiricahua's - 35+/6       
Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris      
           1 crossing in front of the van north of Flagstaff       
Purple Martin Progne subis      
           8 at Saguaro NP; Individuals around Ruby Road and Willcox playa - 8/3       
Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor      
           Small numbers - 8/6       
Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina      
           Common at upper elevations and good numbers on the wires at Fort Huachuca - 100+/ 7       
Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis      
           Singles at Kino Springs, San Pedro Inn, Willcox Playa and Sweetwater Wetlands - 1/4       
Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota      
           20+ at San Pedro Inn; 8 at Willcox Playa and 4 at Sweetwater Wetlands - 20+/3       
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica      
           Widespread in lowlands - 30+/8       
Mountain Chickadee Poecile gambeli      
           Small numbers in the Grand Canyon and San Fransisco Peaks - 20/2       
Mexican Chickadee Poecile sclateri      
           1 at the junction of 181/Paradise - 1/2       
Bridled Titmouse Baeolophus wollweberi      
           Common at feeders in sky islands - 30+/4       
Juniper Titmouse Baeolophus ridgwayi      
           1 at Pardise Cemetary, George Waker House and 2 at Cave Creek Ranch - 3/2       
Verdin  Auriparus flaviceps     
           A few here and there in the desert - 5/5       
Bushtit  Psaltriparus minimus     
           Small flocks in sky islands and at Grand Canyon - 35+/6       
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis      
           Singles at Grand Canyon and San Fransisco Peaks and heard in Chiricahua's - 1/4       
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White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis      
           Common and widespread in upper elevations - 10+/12       
Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea      
           Common at Grand Canyon, Rio de Flag and San Fransisco Peaks and at Barfoot - 40+/4       
Brown Creeper Certhia americana      
           3 in San Fransisco Peaks; brilliant looks in eth Chiricahua's -5/3       
Cactus Wren Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus      
           Common in the desert - 25+/10       
Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus      
           2 in the Grand Canyon       
Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus      
           Heard at the Grand Canyon and California Gulch; 6 in Scheelite Canyon - 6/3       
Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii      
           3 in Garden Canyon, individuals at ASDM, Patagonia Lake SP and the Chiricahua's - 3/5       
House Wren Troglodytes aedon      
           5 at Snow Bowl and 4 along Hart's Prairie Raod - 5/2       
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea      
           Heard at Desert Botanical Gardens and 2 at Hart's Prairie - 2/1       
Black-tailed Gnatcatcher Polioptila melanura      
           2 at Desert Botanical Gardens, 4 at ASDM, 1 at Florida Wash and Sweetwater - 4/5       
Black-capped Gnatcatcher Polioptila nigriceps      
           1 male on a nest at Patagonia Lake SP       
Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana      
           Common around San Fransisco Peaks and 4 near Barfoot - 80+/4       
Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides      
           1 near Valle post office       
Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi      
           1 at Oak Creek Vista       
Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus      
           1 at Hart's Prairie and singles in the Chiricahua's - 1/3       
American Robin Turdus migratorius      
           Common and widespread - 20+/8       
Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos      
           Widespread in small numbers - 10+/6       
Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre      
           Common in the desert - 10/11       
Crissal Thrasher Toxostoma crissale      
           1 along the wash on Foothills Road       
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris      
           Not as many as one would expect - 6/5       
Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens      
           Small numbers at ASDM, California Gulch, Kino Springs, Patagonia and Chiricahua's - 3/5       
Lucy's Warbler Vermivora luciae      
           1 at Florida Wash       
Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia      
           1 at Oak Creek Canyon; 3 at Patagonia Lake SP; 4 at San Pedro Inn; 6 at Sweetwater - 6/5               
Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata      
           8 at the Grand Canyon and 4 in the San Fransisco Peaks all the race ' audubonii"       
Black-throated Gray Warbler Dendroica nigrescens      
           3 at the Grand Canyon and 3 at Madera Canyon - 3/2       
Hermit Warbler Dendroica occidentalis      
           1 in Patagonia and 1 at Barfoot/Rustler junction       
Grace's Warbler Dendroica graciae      
           2 at the Barfoot/Rustler junction       
Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas      
           Common in desert wetlands - 5/4       
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Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla      
           1 along the San Pedro       
Red-faced Warbler Cardellina rubrifrons      
           Stunning look at 1 at the 181/Paradise junction       
Painted Redstart Myioborus pictus      
           Seen well in the sky islands - 6/5       
Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens      
           1 singing in the open at Paton's; 3 at Patagonia Lake SP and 4 at San Pedro House - 4/3       
Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava      
           1 in Madera Canyon; 2 along Garden Canyon and 2 at Ramsey Canyon - 2/3       
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra      
           Widespread in small numbers - 4/6       
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana      
           Widespread though more common in the north - 10+/6       
Flame-colored Tanager Piranga bidentata      
           Did Chuck hear one at the Kubo house?       
Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus      
           3 along Hart's Prairie Road       
Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus      
           Small numbers in the north and the Huachuca's; 1 at Cave Creek Ranch - 4/5        
Canyon Towhee Pipilo fuscus      
           Good numbers in the Chiricahua's - 12+/3       
Abert's Towhee Pipilo aberti      
           1 at Desert Botanical Gardens and at San Pedro Inn; 2 at Sweetwater Wetlands - 2/3       
Rufous-winged Sparrow Aimophila carpalis      
           1 in the grasslands along Madera Canyon Road       
Cassin's Sparrow Aimophila cassinii      
           Frequently heard in the grasslands; 3 seen well along Madera Canyon Road - 3/3       
Botteri's Sparrow Aimophila botterii      
           Seen very well in the grasslands - 8/4       
Rufous-crowned Sparrow Aimophila ruficeps      
           3 along Madera Canyon Road and 4 at the San Pedro House - 4/2       
Five-striped Sparrow Aimophila quinquestriata      
           This is the target species in California Gulch - 4/1       
Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina      
           A few around the San Fransisco Peaks - 8/3       
Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus      
           Widespread small groups - 30+/6       
Black-throated Sparrow Amphispiza bilineata      
           A few at the ASDM, Florida Wash, San Pedro Inn and Foothills Road - 8/5       
Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys      
           On passage through the grasslands along Madera Canyon Road and Foothills Road - 35+/2       
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia      
           Common near desert wetlands in particular Sweetwater Wetlands - 7/4       
Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis      
           Seen around Hart's Prairie, these being the 'red backed ' race dorsalis - 30+/2       
Yellow-eyed Junco Junco phaeonotus      
           1in Sawmill Canyon and small numbers at Barfoot Park - 15+/2       
Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis      
           Small numbers at lower elevations - 6/7       
Pyrrhuloxia Cardinalis sinuatus      
           1 at ASDM; 2 at Patagonia Lake SP and 2 at Chiricauhua National Monument - 2/3       
Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus      
           Widespread - 30+/11       
Blue Grosbeak Guiraca caerulea      
           Common in the grasslands of the lowlands - 10+/7       
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Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena      
           20+ at Kino Springs; 6 at Sierra Vista EOP; 3 at San Pedro Inn; 1 at Foothills Road - 20+/5       
Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea      
           1 at San Pedro House       
Varied Bunting Passerina versicolor      
           1 at ASDM; 15+ at California Gulch; 2 at Florida Wash; 1 on the road to Paradise - 15+/4       
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus      
           Common in wetlands - 25+/5       
Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna      
           2 north of Patagonia; 8 at San Pedro Inn - 8/2       
Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta      
           A few in the north - 3/3       
Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocep      
           10+ at Sierra Vista EOP       
Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus      
           1 in Sierra Vista flying past the entrance to our hotel       
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus      
           Seen in most lower elevations and in cities - 35+/13       
Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus      
           2 at Red Rocks Cattle Pens; 2 at Fort Huachuca; 2 at Patons; 2 at Patagonia - 2/4       
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater      
           Small numbers in the lowlands - 25+/8       
Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus      
           1 at the Tucson hotel; 1 at ASDM, 2 in California Gulch 1 at Kino Springs; 1 at Portal - 2/4       
Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii      
           3 in Oak Creek Canyon       
Scott's Oriole Icterus parisorum      
           1 in upper Gareden Canyon and 5 on the road to Paradise - 5/2       
House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus      
           Widespread. 30+/13       
Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra      
           2 heard at Snow Bowl; 2 seen very well on the road to Onion Saddle; and numerous heard at the       
           Barfoot/Rustler junction - 2/3       
Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus      
           7 at Rio de Flag; 10+ at Hart's Prairie; small numbers in the Chiricahua's - 10+/6       
Lesser Goldfinch Carduelis psaltria      
           Widepread - 100+/13       
House Sparrow Passer domesticus      
           Widespread in small numbers - 20+/11       
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Systematic List Number 2  ~  MAMMALS 

 
The taxonomy and nomenclature is taken from Mammals of North America by R. Kays and D. Wilson (2002)       
       
Long-nosed or Long-tongued Bat sp       
      Several seen around the Kubo House in Madera Canyon       
Western Pipistrelle Pipistrellus hesperus      
      About a dozen presumably of this species in California Gulch       
Bobcat Lynx rufus      
      1 attempting to cross the road just outside Cave Creek       
Coyote Canis latrans      
      2 north of Flagstaff; 1 in Tucson and a group heard howling in the Chiracahua's       
Western Spotted Skunk Spilogale gracilis      
      1 just below Santa Rita Lodge       
Western Hog-nosed Skunk Conepatus mesoleucus      
      1 just below Santa Rita Lodge       
Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis      
      A couple at Santa Rita Lodge and in the Chiracahua's       
Abert’s Squirrel Sciurus aberti      
      1 at Rio de Flag       
Arizona Gray Squirrel Sciurus arizonensis      
      Common in Madera Canyon and several in the San Pedro area       
Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus      
      1 in te San Francisco Peaks       
Rock Squirrel Spermophilus variegatus      
      Common at the Grand Canyon; 10+ in Madera Canyon and singles in the Chiracahua's       
Round-tailed Ground Squirrel Spermophilus tereticaudus      
      Up to a dozen seen around the Red Rocks cattle pens       
Harris's Antelope Squirrel Ammospermophilus harrisii      
      Individuals at the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum and at Cave Creek       
Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel Spermophilus lateralis      
      2 at Snow Bowl and 2 others at Lockett's Meadow       
Gray-collared Chipmunk Tamias cinereicolis      
      3 at Rio de Flag       
Cliff Chipmunk Tamias dorsalis      
      At least 4 very confiding ones at Cave Creek       
Southern Pocket Gopher Thomomys umbrinus      
      1 digging his hole in the middle of the road at Sant Rita Lodge       
Pocket Mouse sp       
      A number seen crossing the roads at nights       
Mexican Woodrat Neotoma magister      
      1 at the Cave Creek feeders       
Desert Cottontail Sylvilagus audubonii      
      Common - 15/10       
Eastern Cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus      
      1 at Fort Huachuca and 2 at the San Pedro House        
Antelope Jackrabbit Lepus alleni      
      1 between Amado and Arivaca       
Black-tailed Jackrabbit Lepus californicus      
      The common Jackrabbit in open deserts and grasslands - 2/4       
Pronghorn Antilocarpa americana      
     30+ north of Flagstaff       
Collared Peccary Pecari tajacu      
      A family group of 12 in Portal       
Elk Cervus elaphus      
      A group of 21 near the Grand Canyon and 4 bulls just north of Flagstaff       
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Mule Deer Odocoileus hemionus      
      Widepread in the San Francisco Peaks and Santa Rita's, all of the Desert subspecies - 12+/5       
White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus      
      This is the 'Cous' race. Widespread in the sky islands - 9/8       
  
 

Systematic List Number 3  ~  AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES 

 
The taxonomy and nomenclature is taken from Western Reptiles and Amphibians by R. Stebins (1985)       
       
Southwestern Woodhouse Toad Bufo woodhousei      
      1 at the San Pedro House and 1 at San Pedro Inn       
Great Plains Toad Bufo cognatus      
      1 on the road between Portal and Rodeo       
Sonoran Desert Toad Bufo alvarius      
      Several along Florida Wash south of Santa Rita Lodge and 1 near Rodeo       
Canyon Treefrog Hyla arenicolor      
      1 at Sawmill Canyon that made Chuck jump!       
Bullfrog Rana catesbeiana      
      Singles seen at Patagonia Lake State Park and San Pedro Inn as well as a few vocal ones       
Western Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta belli      
      1 at Sweetwater Wetlands       
Desert Tortoise Gopherus agassizii      
      1 at the Phoenix Desert Botanical Gardens       
Sonoran Mud Turtle Kinosternon sonoriense      
      1 at San Pedro House       
Southwestern' Greater Earless Lizard Cophosaurus texanus      
      1 at the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum       
Zebra-tailed Lizard Callisaurus draconoides      
      2 at the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum and 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands       
Common Collared Lizard Crotaphytus collaris      
      1 on the drive through the Saguaro Desert to ASDM       
Desert Spiny Lizard Sceloporus magister      
      1 at the Phoenix Desert Botanical Gardens       
Eastern Fence Lizard Sceloporus undulates      
      Several around the Grand Canyon       
Eastern Fence 'South Prairie' Lizard Sceloporus undulates consobrinus      
      Several around the Grand Canyon       
Mountain ‘Yarrow’ Spiny Lizard Sceloporus jarrovii      
      Common in upper elevations sky islands - 4/3       
Side-blotched Lizard Uta stansburiana      
      A couple seen at the Grand Canyon       
Short-horned Horned Lizard Phrynosoma douglassii      
      1 baby in the Hart's Prairie of the San Francisco Peaks       
Great Plains Skink Eumeces obsoleyus      
      1 in Arthur & Brenda's kitcken at Cave Creek       
Western ' Arizona Desert' Whiptail Cnemidophorus tigris      
      Common at Sweetwater Wetlands       
Desert Grassland Whiptail Cnemidophorus uniparens      
      Common along the San Pedro and the lower elevation just outside the Chiracahua's - 10+/3       
Gila 'Spotted' Striped Whiptail Cnemidophorus flagellicaudus      
      1 at the Phoenix Desert Botanical Gardens       
Common ’Desert’ Kingsnake Lampropeltis getulus splendida      
      1 six footer at Sweetwater Wetlands       
Tiger Rattlesnake Crotalus tigris      
      1 about 30" long between California Gulch and Arivaca       



 24 

Systematic List Number 4  ~  BUTTERFLIES 
 
The taxonomy and nomenclature is taken from Butterflies of Arizona by B. Stewart. P. Brodkin &         
H.Brodkin (2001)       
    
Black Swallowtail Papilio polyxenes      
      1 caterpillar at the Patagonia butterfly garden; 1 at San Pedro House       
Two-tailed Swallowtail Papilio multicaudata      
      The Arizona State butterfly, seen along streams in the lower mountain canyons of the Huachuca’s       
      and Chiracahua's - 3/6       
Giant Swallowtail Papilio cresphontes      
      1 in Douglas       
Pipevine Swallowtail Battus philenor      
      Seen daily in and around the sky islands in small numbers - 8+/8       
Checkered White Pontia protodica      
      1 at Grand Canyon; 3 at San Pedro House        
Orange Sulphur Colias eurytheme      
      Widespread - 4/7       
Clouded Sulphur Colias philodice      
      1 along Oak Creek Canyon; 2 at ASDM; 8 at San Pedro Inn - 11/3       
Lyside Sulphur Kricogonia lyside      
      20+ at ASDM; small numbers at Califonia Gulch, Kino Springs and Patagonia butterfly garden - 20+/4       
Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae      
      Widespread - 4/9        
Dainty Sulphur Nathalis iole      
      4 at Hart's Prairie       
Siva' Juniper Hairstreak Callophyrs gryneus siva      
      1 at Sawmill Canyon       
Canyon' Bramble Hairstreak Callophrys dumetorum apama      
      1 at Oak Creek Vista       
Western Pygmy Blue Brephidium exile      
      1 at San Pedro Inn       
Spring Azure Celastrina ladon      
      5 along Oak Creek Canyon; 6 at San Fransisco Peaks and 2 at Sawmill Canyon - 6/3       
Ceraunus Blue Hemiargus ceraunus      
      1 at San Pedro House       
Melissa Blue Lycaeides melissa      
      1 at Hochderffer Ranch burnt area       
Fatal Metalmark Calephelis nemesis      
      1 at Patagonia Lake SP       
Zela Metalmark Emesis zela      
      1 along Oak Creek; 5 at Chapuporosa Inn and 1 at Kino Springs - 5/3       
Gulf Fritillary Agraulis vanillae      
      Individulas at ASDM and Patagonia butterfly garden       
Atlantis Fritillary Speyeria atlantis      
      3 in the San Fransisco Peaks       
Bordered Patch Chlosyne lacina      
      30+ in Sawmill Canyon; 1 at Ramsey Canyon and 1 at San Pedro Inn       
Mourning Cloak Nymphalis antiopa      
      1 along Oak Creek; 1 at Hart's Prairie and 25+ in Garden Canyon        
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui      
      1 in the Chiricahua's       
Common Buckeye Junonia coenia      
      2 at Sawmill Canyon       
Weidemeyer’s Admiral Limenitis weidemeyerii      
      1 at Lockett's Meadow       
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California Sister Adelpha bredowii      
      Seen in Madera Canyon, Garden Canyon and Chiricahua's - 8/4       
Empress Leilia Asterocampa celtis      
      1 at Patagonia Lake SP       
Canyonland Satyr Cyllopsis pertepida      
      2 at Sawmill Canyon       
Red Satyr Megisto rubricata      
      1 at Sawmill Canyon and 1 at Ramsey Canyon       
Monarch Danaus plexippus      
      3 at the Grand Canyon and 4 at the San Pedro Inn       
Queen Danaus gilippus      
      Widespread - 20+/8       
Dull Firetip Pyrrhopyge araxes      
      5 at Chapuporosa Inn; 1 at Sawmill Canyon       
Arizona Skipper Codatractus arizonensis      
      2 at the Chapuporosa Inn       
Golden-banded Skipper Autochton cellus      
      6 in Madera Canyon       
Northern Cloudywing Thorybes pylades      
      3 in Madera Canyon and 4 the San Pedro Inn       
Arizona' Juvenal's Duskywing Erynnis juvenalis clitus      
      2 at Sawmill Canyon       
Small Checkered-Skipper Pyrgus sciptura      
      1 at the San Pedro House       
Common Checkered-Skipper Pyrgus communis      
      2 at San Pedro House       
Common Sootywing Pholisora catullus      
      6 at Chapuporosa Inn       
Sachem Atalopedes campestris      
      1 at San Pedro House       
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Systematic List Number 5  ~  DRAGONFLIES 

 
The taxonomy and nomenclature is taken from Dragonflies though Binoculars by S. Dunkle (2000)       
       
Common Green Darner Anax junius      
      1 at Patagonia Lake State Park and 4 at Sweetwater Wetlands       
Widow Skimmer Libellula luctuosa      
      1 at Kingfisher Pond at the San Pedro House       
Flame Skimmer Libellula saturata      
      2 at Kingfisher Pond at the San Pedro House       
Comanche Skimmer Libellula comanche      
      30+ at Sweetwater Wetlands - males being blue-gray and females yellow-black       
Roseate Skimmer Orthemis ferruginea      
      2 at Sweetwater Wetlands       
Western Pondhawk Erythemis collocata      
      Several seen at Kingfisher Pond at the San Pedro House       
Wandering Glider Panatala flavescens      
      At least 2 at Sweetwater Wetlands - these being the large yellow ones that hover endlessly       
Black Saddlebags Tramea lacerata      
      At least 8 at Sweetwater Wetlands       
Red Saddlebags Tramea onusta      
      1 at Kino Springs and several at Sweetwater Wetlands       
       
       
       
OTHERS       
      
Tarantula       
      Singles seen along the roads leading to Madera Canyon, Garden Canyon, Ruby Road and Portal       
White-lined Sphinx Moth       
      A few seen in the Santa Rita and Chiracahua's       
       

 


